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Tomcat Class Loaders

● How Class Loading works from a Web App in Tomcat
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● Full explanation available here - 
http://tomcat.apache.org/tomcat-6.0-doc/class-loader-howto.html

● Application classes should not be placed in 
$CATALINA_HOME/lib – its for libraries that are 
common to all web-apps

● Can be overridden by the webapp
● However, if your desperate then  

$JAVA_HOME/jre/lib/ext

cannot be overridden by a webapp 


